
EUROPEAN JUDICIAL NETWORK (EJN)

A formal network for informal contacts 

© EJN Secretariat 2016



2 /  The role of the European Judicial Network

Contact points appointed by each Member 
State as ‘active intermediaries’ to facilitate 
judicial cooperation in criminal matters: 
prosecutors, judges, central authority officials

Contact points appointed by each Member 
State as ‘active intermediaries’ to facilitate 
judicial cooperation in criminal matters: 
prosecutors, judges, central authority officials

Who?Who?

29 June 1998 (Joint Action 428/JHA)29 June 1998 (Joint Action 428/JHA)When?When?

Pioneer network of judicial authorities 
fighting serious crime
Pioneer network of judicial authorities 
fighting serious crime

What?What?

EJN in brief
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CONTACT POINTS

Several in each 
Member State

EJN Structure

National Correspondents

Tools 
Correspondents

Contact Points
in third countries 
and other judicial 

networks

Contact Points in 
candidate & associate 

countries

Contact Points from the 
European Commission 
& General Secretariat 

of the Council & 
European Parliament

EJN Secretariat
(administrative unit)



4 /  The role of the European Judicial Network

Providing the necessary legal and 

practical information to enable judicial 

authorities to prepare an effective 

request for judicial cooperation or 

improve judicial cooperation in general

As active intermediaries, facilitating 

judicial cooperation between Member 

States in actions to combat serious crime

Main functions of EJN CPs (1)
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When appropriate, in cooperation with 

the European Judicial Training Network

In their Member States and at respective 

levels, promoting and being involved in 

the organisation of training sessions on 

judicial cooperation of benefit to the 

competent authorities

Main functions of EJN CPs (2)
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&&DECENTRALISEDDECENTRALISED

• Facilitate direct contacts

• Provide know-how and assistance in issuing and 

executing requests for judicial cooperation

How CPs work in practice

• Operate from their offices in the Member States
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–European Arrest Warrant – 2000

–Mutual Legal Assistance – 5000

EJN “cases”

• 11 000 per year (2014):

• 7 000 partial results provided by 15 

Member States for 2015
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Other EJN meetings

- 1 National Correspondents meeting

- 1 Tool Correspondents meeting

EJN Plenary meetings

- 2 in the Member State holding the 

Presidency of the Council of the EU

- 1 in the Hague, Netherlands

EJN meetings – 5 per year
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Forum for discussion of practical and 

legal problems encountered in the 

context of judicial cooperation

To get to know each other and 

exchange experience, particularly 

concerning the operation of the 

Network

Purpose of the EJN meetings

Create Mutual Trust
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Language training for EJN Contact

Points

Regional and National EJN Meetings

Other EJN activities
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• Information on judicial cooperation in 

criminal matters to all judicial authorities

• Home base for the EJN Contact Points

EJN website

• Created in 2000

• Practical e-tools for judicial 

authorities for judicial cooperation

• Managed by the EJN Secretariat and 

the EJN Tool correspondents

www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/
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Fiches 

Belges

Contact 

Points

European

judicial Atlas
Compendium

Judicial

library

www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu

Used by contact points 
and judicial authorities of all Member States

Used by contact points 
and all judicial authorities in the Member States

Useful e-Tools
 One of the most important legacies of the Network

Useful e-Tools
 Draft requests, find competent authorities etc.

EJN e-Tools

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/
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22 Contain basic information 

on national legislation and 

procedures for judicial 

cooperation in criminal 

matters within EU 

Member States

Represent the first EJN Tool11

“Fiches Belges”
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Can use different filters to find CPs

Password protected area on the EJN website

Contact details of the EJN Contact Points

3

22

11

Contact Points
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Facilitates direct contact between judicial 

authorities
3

Provides details of the competent receiving 

authorities for requests for judicial cooperation
22

Assists in finding the competent 

authority for executing requests for judicial 

cooperation (MLA, EAW etc.)

11

Judicial Atlas
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This tool is used for drafting requests for judicial 

cooperation in a standardised and uniform manner

As of July 2016, other 

types of requests based on 

mutual recognition
2

1 MLA and EAW1

Compendium

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/CompendiumChooseCountry.aspx
https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/CompendiumChooseCountry.aspx
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1

Judicial Library

The most recent tool created by the EJN (2011)

… as well as notifications, 

forms, reports, handbooks and 

other practical information per 

legal instrument

2

Contains EU and national legislation and case 

law on judicial cooperation in criminal matters 
1

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/libcategories.aspx
https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/libcategories.aspx
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• CNCP-Commonwealth (2007)

• Rede Judiciária da CPLP (2005)

• JITs experts (2005)

• IberRed (2004)

• SEEPAG (2003)

• Genocide network (2002)

The EJN has served as a model within and beyond the 

EU to enhance the fight against serious crime

EJN and partner networks
www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu

• IOC (2009)

• Sahel (2010)

• Western Balkans Prosecutors 

Network (2010)

• Euromed IV (2011)

• GLJC Network (2016) !?

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/






Thank you!

EUROPEAN JUDICIAL NETWORK

www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/
https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/

