MASG – 23 April 2026

Speaking on behalf of UN colleagues on Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Myanmar. These countries are not forgotten but perhaps worth highlighting today given their challenging and critical status.

Afghanistan

1. Current statistics suggests that at least 1 person per day is becoming victim of explosive hazards, actual numbers would be much higher
2. 70% of victims are children – very strong child protection concerns of UNICEF
3. From 1st Jan 2025 to 31 March 2026, the UN verified 343 child casualties (64 girls) due to explosive ordnance (ERW and IEDs). Again these are only verified numbers. 
4. Mine action response capacity is significantly reduced in the past 15 years. 92% workforce reduction since 2011, for survey, clearance and EORE
5. Just to put recent numbers - past 2 years from April 2024 to April 2026, there was a 50% reduction of demining teams within the entire mine action programme in Afghanistan from 300 to 155.
6. New contaminations have been reported due to the recent conflict between Afghanistan and Pakistan
7. In sum, Afghanistan is in critical need to increase operational capacity – survey, clearance and EORE, in addition to enhance coordination capacity. 
8. UN Mine Action Chief Nick Pond (nicholas.pond@un.org) for further details.

Ethiopia

1. UN main focus is on 2 priorities – Capacity building support to the Ethiopian Mine Action Office (EMAO) to enhance coordination, including information management and quality assurance, and facilitate humanitarian response by operators. These 2 priorities are closely interlinked.
1. There have been some progress in coordination efforts of EMAO with support from UNMAS – for example, agreement on the IMSMA Core implementation with EMAO secured last week, and the first operational accreditation visit by EMAO, accompanied by UNMAS is planned for coming weeks, to accredit an operator to conduct much needed EOD activities.
1. Mine action operators are funded by a number of donors, and have been working on EORE, VA and some elements of survey and storage of safe items. Operators managed to train and equip their teams for clearance and disposal, but over the last six months they have not been able to gain operational accreditation by EMAO in order to have legal permission to conduct these tasks. 
1. UNMAS has been playing an essential role in working with EMAO on the accreditation processes, which led to the planned accreditation visit, mentioned earlier.
1. It is important to highlight that HMA also has a crucial role to play in peacebuilding between communities and national authorities in the north.
1. Currently the UN and the sector face major funding shortfalls. As of 1 April, UNMAS only has 1 staff working in Ethiopia funded until the end of this year.
1. Without UN support to EMAO, the likelihood of operators being accredited within the next year, especially in areas of highest need in the north of the country could be very low. We would appreciate if we could discuss possible funding for Ethiopia.
1. UN Mine Action Chief, Rob Syfret (edward.syfret@un.org) for further details.

Myanmar

Hugues from UNICEF to lead.

From UNMAS: The RC/HC of Myanmar requested UNMAS Director to visit the country to possibly advance mine action work and we are aiming to visit towards the end of June. (UNMAS contact for Myanmar – Takuto Kubo (kubo@un.org) for further information)

