Drumlanrig Group statement to MASG
Conflict is increasing, inexorably so, and often in unexpected quarters and with little or no warning.  The result is rising unpredictability and violence meaning that the scale of our task is increasing. More bombs are being dropped, and mines are still being laid with more civilians - the very people we serve - harmed. 
The focus and importance of our mission remain undimmed. Whilst we still work on the fallout of conflicts long since ended, Humanitarian Mine Action is not simply a legacy issue of past wars. In an era of hard-power geopolitics, proliferating conflict, and rapid technological acceleration, it is a lifesaving response to ongoing humanitarian crises and a critical investment in the future stability of our globe. From emergency response in active warzones, to unlocking post-conflict recovery, enabling peace and development, and ultimately reducing future instability, humanitarian mine action is foundational. 
Meeting today’s challenges demands shared responsibility. For us as operators, it means striving to deliver effective, efficient operational responses that protect civilians. For States Parties, it means fulfilling their sovereign responsibilities to defend and promote the protective norms they signed up to.  
The Ottawa Convention remains critical. It is our north star—the treaty that put a stop to the grave humanitarian crisis of the 1990s. We must not go back. The mine-free declarations of Croatia and Oman provide clear and powerful examples that other States Parties, and those countries still outside the Treaty, should seek to replicate. We are encouraging Syria and other non-States Parties to join the Ottawa Convention. We must also double down on efforts to deliver a mine-free Zimbabwe, a mine-free Senegal and a mine-free Sri Lanka to list only three. These countries are closest to the finishing line, even if reaching it will require new and more flexible funding approaches.
We must remain ambitious and adaptable.  Demand is growing for expertise in UXO, EOD, and weapons and ammunition management, especially in regions like the Middle East and the Horn of Africa where conflict risks are rising: our organisations are building the skills within countries to be ready to meet this demand.
We are also witnessing tangible opportunities for recovery and renewal. In Syria, more than a decade and a half of devastation is giving way to the restoration of opportunity, a chance for refugees and internally displaced people to return home. In Ukraine, we are returning the plough and the combine harvester to previously contaminated fields.  In Angola, we are opening up opportunities for trade and in Colombia, children can walk to school without having to cross minefields.
Sustained donor focus must extend beyond high-profile crises to address persistent funding gaps, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa, where several affected states continue to receive little or no international support despite the contamination. According to the Landmine Monitor, chronic shortfalls risk delaying Article 5 clearance obligations. Maintaining balanced attention is therefore essential, ensuring contexts like South Sudan and Afghanistan, are not overlooked. 

However, current rates of clearance and completion remain too slow. Only by adopting cutting-edge technologies and by using the full land-release tool kit, will we achieve the pace required. Whether locating minefields, detecting or excavating mines, we need to invest in the technology to clear land faster, safer and more efficiently, making our donors’ money go further.
It is not news that our business model is under strain. Shrinking ODA budgets challenge our traditional funding model just as operational complexity grows. Alongside conventional funding under both APMBC and CCM and flexible multi-year funding and partnerships, we need our traditional advocates to help identify alternatives and new approaches. This could include non-ODA state support, and opening space for more meaningful and participatory engagement of civil society—particularly survivors - within institutions like the EU, NATO and the World Bank, and imaginative approaches to public-private partnership and philanthropy.
We must also look beyond our own community to build a new coalition of concern. The success of the NDM—and of platforms like it—depends on recognising who is not in the room. Business leaders, peacebuilders, political actors and the wider security sector must become champions of mine action within their own spheres.
 The Drumlanrig Group members commit—individually and collectively—to doing our part: in the field, in capitals, in public discourse, and in partnership with MASG members.

