
THE DRC
REFUGEE SITUATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

It is a great pleasure for me to be here today, to attend the launch of this important High-Level ministerial meeting on displacement in the Great Lakes region.










Congolese refugees

 Over 815,000 Congolese refugees and asylum seekers, as at
31 December 2018.

 About 159,000 new arrivals.

 Some 319,000 in Uganda
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In 2018, the crisis in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) drastically worsened, spreading to previously unaffected areas and impacting the Great Lakes region. 

While the majority of displaced people remain within DRC, tens of thousands of new refugees have fled across borders since the beginning of 2018. 

In particular, refugee flows to Burundi, Kenya, Uganda and Zambia have increased significantly. 

Over 815,000 Congolese refugees and asylum seekers, as at 31 December 2018.

In 2018, an estimated 159,000 Congolese fled to neighbouring countries, particularly to Burundi, Kenya, Uganda, and Zambia.

Uganda hosts some 319,000 Congolese refugees and asylum seekers

The majority of Congolese refugees are women and children and nearly 55 per cent are under 18, many crossing borders unaccompanied or separated. About 8 per cent of the total population are persons with specific needs, including survivors of SGBV and persons with disabilities.






Introduction and Context

 Ongoing conflicts cause significant displacement.

 Open borders in the region.

 Peaceful transfer of power in the DRC.

 Prospects for durable solutions.
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The ongoing conflicts across much of eastern and central DRC continue to cause significant displacement.

The needs of Congolese refugees in the region remain also significant. The immediate needs of new arrivals should continue to be addressed, while long-term solutions and improved opportunities need to be further developed and implemented to empower refugees and host communities and strive for solutions to the refugee crisis.

Countries in the region keep their borders open and make enormous efforts to provide protection to the large number of refugees.

On 30 December 2018 the Presidential elections took place with a remarkable outcome for the DRC: the peaceful transfer of power. All efforts needed to be made to achieve practical improvements to the prospects for durable solutions.





Country Legal and Policy Framework
1951 
Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees
& 1967 Protocol

1969 OAU Convention 2009 African Union The 
Kampala Convention

1954 & 1961 Statelessness 
Conventions

ANGOLA Yes Yes Yes No/No

BURUNDI Yes Yes No No/No

CAR Yes Yes Yes No/No

DRC Yes Yes No No/No

KENYA Yes Yes No No/No

ROC Yes Yes Yes No/No

RWANDA Yes Yes Yes Yes/Yes

SOUTH AFRICA Yes Yes No No/No

SOUTH SUDAN Yes Yes Yes No/No

SUDAN Yes Yes No No/No

UGANDA Yes Yes Yes Yes/No

U.R. TANZANIA Yes Yes Yes No/No

ZAMBIA Yes Yes Yes Yes/No
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Countries of asylum in the region have a favourable legal environment for refugees and asylum seekers.

While recognizing the positive steps taken and the political will shown by the governments, further improvements are needed.  

In particular, to lift reservations such as the freedom of movement of refugees, their access to public education and health services and paid employment, in order to promote the full enjoyment of rights and facilitate self-empowerment of refugees. 



Durable Solutions Prospects

Voluntary Repatriation 

 In safety and dignity.
 Organized and supported.

Tripartite Agreements

 Agreements with Tanzania, Burundi and Angola.
 Agreement with the Republic of the Congo for Yumbi.
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UNHCR is not promoting or discouraging returns to DRC at this time, it will continue working with the Government of the DRC and host countries to assist voluntary repatriation in safety and dignity for those who have made a free and informed choice to do so.

Voluntary repatriation of Congolese refugees in asylum in one of the countries of asylum in the region is possible, although conditions are challenging in many places, and can change quickly.  Between 2005-2008 and 2012-2014 some 120,00 Congolese refugees returned from the Republic of the Congo to the DRC. 

Currently, areas that are viable for a durable voluntary repatriation in safety and dignity are:
Kinshasa (noting that return to Kinshasa without a social network can poser security issues for some, and hinder settlement prospects)
Upper Lomami, Lualaba, Upper Katanga, Tanganyika: Pweto / Kilwa (for the return of Congolese living in Zambia);
North and South Ubange and the Bas Uele. 

Organized and supported voluntary repatriation to many of these areas is possible if refugees so choose, but accessibility including security will determine which axes are open at any given time. 

The Congolese authorities are supportive of the return of Congolese to their country and have signed agreements with Tanzania, Burundi and Angola. There are plans to update these and to develop agreements with other countries in the course of 2019.  

The President of the DRC announced in his program d’urgence for les 100 premiere jours, of the signature of a Tripartite Agreement between the Governments of DRC and ROC and UNHCR, for the organized return of Yumbi, enchacing peace, stability, development and durable solutions for displaced persons.




Durable Solutions Prospects

Local Integration

 Strong ties with the host communities.
 Local integration strategy.
 Peaceful coexistence.
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Congolese refugees, particularly those in protracted situations of displacement,  have established strong ties with their hosts. 

In many countries in the region refugees already enjoy the rights to healthcare and education. Nevertheless their inclusion into basic services remains a challenge.

Where the country of asylum has agreed to facilitate an expedited process for legal local integration of a group of population, UNHCR will work with the relevant authorities to articulate and – where possible – simplify the process, and to facilitate its operation. 

Legal status for local integration is obtained differently in each country, with some refugees either acquiring directly the nationality of the host country on the basis of their extended stay (often via naturalization) and/or marriage with a national, and/or birth in in the county of asylum, or applying for permanent residency with work entitlement.

National Development Plans need to include refugees and it is important that the necessary steps  be taken to integrate refugees into all existing national strategies, with a view to strengthening peaceful coexistence between refugees and host communities.



Durable Solutions Prospects

Resettlement 

 Protection tool.
 Shared responsibility.
 Limited resettlement programme.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Resettlement is used primarily as a protection tool to offer durable protection to those who cannot be protected in the country of origin, including for reasons of physical security, medical needs and past experience of torture or trauma that require mental health care beyond the capacity of the hosting country.  
 
Since 2012, more than 16,000 Congolese refugees departed for resettlement from Uganda and some 11,000 from Rwanda. 

Resettlement has also been used for groups as part of a comprehensive solutions strategy that provides resettlement places as part of shared international responsibility for the search for solutions for an entire population. 

However, the focus on resettlement unfortunately comes with its challenges, given the extremely limited number of resettlement slots globally.



Durable Solutions Prospects

Other Local Solutions

 Interim legal stay.
 Economic, social and cultural inclusion.
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The global compact on refugees (GCR) sets out “other local solutions”: in addition to local integration, some host countries may elect to provide other local solutions to refugees. 

Such solutions entail interim legal stay, including to facilitate the appropriate economic, social and cultural inclusion of refugees, and are provided without prejudice to eventual durable solutions that may become available. 

UNHCR can support states in the identification of such local solutions, while analyzing the protection considerations that refugees need to take on board if such options are available.



Concluding Remarks

 Regional cooperation
 A mix of solutions
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The DRC situation requires collective efforts, which is a prerequisite for an effective response and a precondition for successful outcomes. 

We seek to address both the short-term impact of displacement on host communities and the long-term needs of refugees who cannot return home, in collaboration with the host governments and the Government of the DRC. 

We focus on greater inclusion of refugees into national systems; strengthened governance; increased protection through rule of law and access to justice; the creation of employment opportunities; and environmental protection. 

Durable solutions envisages a mix of solutions, adapted to the specific context and taking into account the absorption capacity, level of development and demographic situation of different countries. 

We need to continue and reinvigorate our joint efforts, so that protection and assistance can be delivered to Congolese refugees in the region and those who want to return to the DRC. 

UNHCR ready to support countries to implement their pledges (from 2011 Ministerial Intergovernmental Event on Refugees and Stateless Persons & 2016 Leaders’ Summit on Refugees) and the preparation of the 1st Global Refugee Forum in December 2019.




THANK YOU
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