Statement attributable to the Spokesper son for the Secr etary-General
on Isradi settlement activity in the West Bank

The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the announcement today of the initial
approva by the Ministry of Defense of 20 residential units in the Israeli military post of
Maskiyot in the West Bank. The Secretary-General has stressed many times before that
settlement construction or expansion is contrary to international law and Isragl's
commitments under the Road Map and the Annapolis process. The Secretary-General
urges Israel to heed the call of the Quartet to freeze all settlement activity, including
natural growth, and to dismantle outposts erected since March 2001.

New York, 24 July 2008



