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Statement by UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process,
Tor Wennesland, on Rafah

Jerusalem, 27 May 2024

‘I condemn last night’s Israeli airstrikes which hit tents for displaced people in the southern
Gaza city of Rafah and have tragically led to the reported loss of more than 35 Palestinian
lives, including women and children, and dozens of injuries.

While the IDF said it struck a Hamas installation and killed two senior Hamas militants in the
strikes, | am deeply troubled by the deaths of so many women and children in an area where
people have sought shelter.

| call upon the Israeli authorities to conduct a thorough and transparent investigation into this
incident, hold those responsible for any wrongdoing to account, and take immediate steps to
better protect civilians.

All parties in the conflict must refrain from actions that set us further away from achieving an
end to hostilities and further jeopardize the already fragile situation on the ground and the
broader region.

| reiterate the Secretary-General's call for an immediate ceasefire and for the immediate and
unconditional release of all hostages to end the suffering of civilians.

The United Nations remains steadfast in its commitment to supporting all efforts aimed at
ending the hostilities, reducing tensions, and advancing the cause of peace.”
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