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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
TðĊÐ� ­ÆĴðďĊ� ÌÐĉďĊĮĴī­ĴÐĮ� œì­Ĵ� ðĮ� ĨďĮĮðÅăÐ� œìÐĊ� ĴìÐ� ðĊĴÐīĊ­ĴðďĊ­ă�
ÆďĉĉķĊðĴř�ÆďĉÐĮ� ĴďæÐĴìÐī�­æ­ðĊĮĴ�­�āĊďœĊ� ĴìīÐ­ĴȘ�9ďī�ĉ­Ċř�ÌÐÆ­ÌÐĮș�
ă­ĊÌĉðĊÐĮ� ÅķīðÐÌ� ­īďķĊÌ� ĴìÐ� œďīăÌ� — from Cambodia to Angola and 
Afghanistan — have killed and injured thousands of people each year. But 
concerted action led the multilateral system to take a stand. The Anti-
qÐīĮďĊĊÐă�TðĊÐ��­Ċ��ďĊŒÐĊĴðďĊ�ďå�ǠǨǨǦ�­ĊÌ�ďĴìÐī�ÆīķÆð­ă�åī­ĉÐœďīāĮ�ì­ŒÐ�
saved thousands of lives and are a testament to our common humanity. 
}ďÌ­řș� ­Į�œÐ� å­ÆÐ� ĴìÐ� �Z�A#ȭǠǨ� Ĩ­ĊÌÐĉðÆș�œÐ� Æ­Ċ� Ĵ­āÐ� ìÐ­īĴ� åīďĉ� ĴìÐ�
global success of mine action. 

}ìÐ�ĨīÐĮÐĊĴ�­ĊĊķ­ă�īÐĨďīĴ�åďī�ǡǟǠǨ�ðĮ�­�īÐĉðĊÌÐī�ďå�ĴìÐ�ĮĴÐ­Ìř�œďīā�Ĵì­Ĵ�
the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) undertakes every day — 
despite the risk of death and injury — on behalf of all the citizens of the 
œďīăÌȘ�

A�ì­ŒÐ�ĮÐÐĊ�åďī�ĉřĮÐăå�ìďœ��UT�w�ÆăÐ­īĮ� ĴìÐ�īď­Ì�— sometimes literally 
— for humanitarians, peacekeepers and peacebuilders, and lays the 
foundation for stability and sustainable development. There are myriad 
œ­řĮ� ðĊ� œìðÆì� ĉðĊÐ� ­ÆĴðďĊ� ĮķĨĨďīĴĮ� ĴìÐ� ǡǟǢǟ� �æÐĊÌ­� åďī� wķĮĴ­ðĊ­ÅăÐ�
Development, from helping displaced persons return home, to converting 
ĉðĊÐťÐăÌĮ� ðĊĴď� Ĩă­řðĊæ� ťÐăÌĮș� ­ĊÌ� ÅīÐ­āðĊæ� æÐĊÌÐī� Å­īīðÐīĮ� Åř� Ĵī­ðĊðĊæ�
œďĉÐĊ�­Į�ÌÐĉðĊÐīĮȘ�

The death toll from explosive ordnance continues to rise, due in part to the 
ķīÅ­Ċðš­ĴðďĊ�ďå�ÆďĊŦðÆĴ�­ĊÌ�­Ċ�ðĊÆīÐ­ĮÐ�ðĊ�ĴìÐ�ķĮÐ�ďå�ðĉĨīďŒðĮÐÌ�ÐŘĨăďĮðŒÐ�
devices. UNMAS must be equipped and resourced to respond through a 
needs-driven approach. I commend the efforts of this unique Service 
œìðÆì�ðĮ�ÌďðĊæ�ÆīðĴðÆ­ă�œďīā�åďī�ĨÐ­ÆÐ�­ĊÌ�ĮķĮĴ­ðĊ­ÅăÐ�ÌÐŒÐăďĨĉÐĊĴȘ�

}ìÐ�ĮķÆÆÐĮĮÐĮ�ďå�ĉðĊÐ�­ÆĴðďĊ�Įìďœ�ìďœ�œÐ�Æ­Ċ�­ÆìðÐŒÐ� ĴìÐ�ĮÐÐĉðĊæăř�
ðĉĨďĮĮðÅăÐ� œìÐĊ� œÐ� œďīā� ĴďæÐĴìÐī� Ĵďœ­īÌĮ� ÆďĉĉďĊ� æď­ăĮȘ� }ì­Ĵ� ðĮ� ­�
Œ­ăķ­ÅăÐ� ăÐĮĮďĊ� åďī� ­ăăș� ­Į�œÐ� åďÆķĮ� ďĊ� ĮķĨĨīÐĮĮðĊæ� ĴìÐ� Ĵī­ĊĮĉðĮĮðďĊ� ďå�
COVID-19 and recovering from its impact.
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