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Estimating the Healthcare Burden 
Post Conflict



But what is the healthcare burden of conflict?:
PrOTeCT NIHR grant

• Estimation of the healthcare cost of war

• How it changes with time

• Predictive modelling of conflict healthcare need

• Beirut (AUB) and Northern Sri Lanka as case studies

• Initial expert opinion then quantitative data



Global clinical steering group

• AUB, Sri Lanka

• UK/US military surgeons

• Humanitarian surgeons



Early post-conflict clinical challenges

• chronic wounds

• infection- osteomyelitis

• fracture non-union



Late post-conflict challenges

• scars and scar contracture

• limb deformity

• prosthetic care 



Quantitative data: Beirut

• studying casualty cohort 
from 2006 war

• discrete cohort

• medical records at AUB

• longitudinal data 



Quantitative data: Jaffna

• Jaffna Teaching Hospital 
records incomplete

• Jaffna Jaipur Centre electronic 
database of 3,500 cases over 
30 years

• Can follow trends before, 
during and after conflict 



Registration Years

• JJCDR established in 1987
• 1 registration date is 

from 1960, 40 from 
1986
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Summary

• Need more data

• Burden post-conflict emerging

• Need greater co-ordination?? 



Thank you

shehan.hettiaratchy@nhs.net





War- disease that won't go away



Current global conflicts









Military weapons don't kill....





Advances in military trauma

• Best survival ever seen in a 
trauma system

• Broke the correlation 
between injury severity 
and survival, i.e. could get 
almost anyone to survive

• Incremental improvements



Healthcare burden of UK military patients 

• UK 626 dead; 13,100 wounded

• Well looked after

• Coherent healthcare system

• Motivated adults

• Small proportion of society



What about globally?

• huge numbers of wounded

• health system degraded

• significant number children

• larger proportion of the 
society


