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BY COUNTRY OF ASYLUM

Sudan 37.2%

Uganda 34.8%
Ethiopia 18.5%
Kenya 5.1%
DRC 4.2% As at 31 January 2019
CAR ‘ 0.1%
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Presentation Notes
The conflict in South Sudan has created the continent’s largest forced displacement crisis, with over 2.2 million refugees, 1.8 million IDPs (including over 200,000 individuals in POC sites in South Sudan).
The exodus of refugees is to the six neighboring countries of Sudan (37%), Uganda (35%), Ethiopia (18.5%), Kenya (5%), DRC (4%) and CAR (0.1%).
In January 2019, over 6 million people (54% of the population) are estimated to have CRISIS (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity or worse – out of which 1.36 million people faced EMERGENCY (IPC Phase 4) acute food insecurity, and 45,000 faced CATASTROPHE (IPC Phase 5) meaning famine like conditions.
Compared with the same period last year, the January 2019 period reflects a 13% increase in the population facing crisis or worse level of food insecurity.
The vulnerabilities caused by food insecurity are a dangerous catalyst for SGBV, 
Wages are not increasing, prices of food continue to soar, and the scale of the displacement crisis means people have been forced away from their farms creating a dire situation. 





Regional Context (Cont’d):
South Sudan Situation as a Women and Children’s Crisis

* 80% of refugee population comprised of
women and children (over 60% are under the
age of 18)

e 50,000 children are without their parents
(unaccompanied or separated)

o Within South Sudan, approximately 85% of
IDPs are women and children
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Education and Health: 
Less than half the South Sudanese refugees have access to primary health care, and more than 40 per cent of the school-going age children are currently out of school.  



Regional Context (Cont’d):
Prospects for Peace: The R-ARCSS

REVITALISED AGREEMENT ON THE RESOLUTION OF THE

CONFLICT IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN (R-ARCSS)

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOFIA

12 SEPTEMBER 2018
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With the signing of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (R-ARCSS), there is room for cautious optimism.
Chapter III of the R-ARCSS recognizes the right of return of refugees and IDPs , access to citizenship and documentation, housing land and property rights.
We have seen in the past few months a marked reduction of violent conflict throughout the country.
We have also witnessed increased cooperation between the parties (at the highest levels of leadership convening in Juba), though the First Vice President Riek Machar has not travelled to Juba since the peace ceremony.
SIX Months into the 8-month Pre-Transitional Phase of the RARCSS : Despite positive developments, there are legitimate concerns about the sustainability of the peace agreement, including related to:
Ongoing conflict with non-signatories
Significant underfunding of the implementation activities (Troika only funding humanitarian matters. Support of implementation activities coming from China, Japan and Egypt at this time
Lack of progress on some of the most contentious matters (number of states, security sector reform).




South Sudan as Refugee Hosting Country
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S0UTH SUDAN

Refugees and asylum seekers by Origin 3 50N
Country of origin Source Data date Population .
Sudan UNHCR 3 Jan 2019 270453
Dem. Rep. of the Congo UNHCR 3Jan 2019 31304
Ethiopia UNHCR 31Jan 2019 4529
Central African Rep. UNHCR 31 an 2009 2010
Eritrea UNHCR 30 Nov 2018 1872
Burundi UNHCR 30 Nov 2018 281
Others UNHCR 3 Jan 2019 114
Somalia UNHCR 30 Nov 2018 30
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- SSD is host to 300K refugees. 
- Despite South Sudan producing refugees, it also maintains open door policy to receiving refugees and grants those arising from Sudan, DRC and CAR prima facie refugee status. 



Legal and Policy
Framework

for Forcibly
Displaced Persons

1951
Convention

1969
Convention

2009 African
Uniomn

Relating to Governing the Convention for
the Status of Specific the Protection
Refugees Aspects of and
& Refugee Assistance of
1967 Problems in Internally
Protocol Africa ("OALU Displaced
Convention™) Persons in
Africa ("The
Kampala
Convention™)
ANGOLA Yes Yes Yes
EURUNDI Yes Yes MNo
CAR Yes Yes Yes
DRC Yes Yes MNo
KENY A Yes Yes MNo
ROC Yes Yes Yes
RWANDA Yes Yes Yes
SOUTH AFRICA Yes Yes MNo
SOUTH SUDAN Yes Yes Yes
SUDAN Yes Yes MNo
UGANDA Yes Yes Yes
U.R. TANZANIA Yes Yes Yes
ZAMEBIA Yes Yes Yes
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CAR, DRC, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda are all signatories to the 1951 Refugee Convention, the 1969 OAU Convention, and to varying degrees the 2009 Kampala Convention 
IDPs
On 24 January 2013, South Sudan signed the AU Convention for the Assistance and Protection of IDPs  also known as the Kampala Convention. Ratification of the Kampala Convention is already underway. 
On 28 February 2019 a Draft South Sudan Legal Framework on Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) was tabled before the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management.
National durable solution policy framework for  IDP and refugee returnees is also being elaborated by Government.
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Durable Solutions Current Prospects

« UNHCR seeking interim (not comprehensive) solutions at this time.

« UNHCR is not organizing, promoting or facilitating voluntary repatriation to South
Sudan as the conditions for return in safety and dignity are not yet in place.

* Pendular spontaneous return movements taking place.

 More international solidarity is needed.
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Given the current situation in SSD, UNHCR’s planning is looking to interim and not yet durable solutions such as voluntary repatriation or even local integration. Conditions in SSD are not currently conducive for safe, dignified and durable returns.

80% of an estimated 142,000 spontaneous returnees find themselves an IDP like situation unable to return to their places of origin or habitual residence due to conflict or a dearth of public services or both.  

Despite  tremendous hospitality shown towards South Sudanese  refugees  by countries of the Great Lakes region and IGAD, international solidarity to ease the pressure on these countries has not been commensurate with the magnitude of the South Sudanese crisis to make long term solutions such local Integration viable or sustainable.   



Three of the refugee hosting countries are CRRF roll out countries, including Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia

With respect to socio-economic inclusion in refugee hosting countries, key priorities will be expanding the remit of the right to work (including self-employment); enabling the exercise of the right to establishment (through acquisition of residency rights, facilities to access micro-financing and opening small-scale businesses); increasing freedom of movement and refugee access to markets including small-scale farming to address chronic food insecurity due to repeated ration cuts. 

The South Sudan refugee crisis suffers from a global responsibility sharing and visibility deficit. Despite being the largest refugee crisis in Africa, few initiatives are in place outside the sub-region to relieve pressure on hosting states and offer opportunities to South Sudanese refugees beyond the sub-region. 

The importance of labour mobility schemes where refugees engage in employment and acquire vocational skills cannot be overstated for such a young refugee population. 
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Durable Solutions Current Prospects (Cont’d)

Preservation of the asylum space;

Investment into community based and infrastructural reintegration and rehabilitation;
Promotion of accountability, security, justice, and the rule of law in South Sudan,;
Peace and reconciliation efforts;

Support of forcibly displaced persons to be effectively represented to shape the transitional
and post-conflict institutions of South Sudan; and

Inclusion of displaced persons in national development planning.
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strategies in pursuit of durable solutions are predicated on:
preservation of asylum space, 
Investment into community based and infrastructural reintegration and rehabilitation in places of origin and habitual residence in South Sudan;
promotion of accountable government and the rule of law in South Sudan, 
advancement of peace and reconciliation that must included the meaningful participation of the displaced, and especially women and youth;
During their participation in the National Dialogue and the peace process, South Sudanese refugees and displaced persons identified Inter-communal mistrust as the single biggest challenge to peace in South Sudan. 
Working with development actors: The question of the sustainability of return should not only be seen through the security lens, but importantly also from the socio-economic angle. Early discussions with development actors and the donor community are crucial.
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Durable Solutions Priorities for South Sudanese

« Solutions in line with the Global Compact on Refugees:

« Advancing socio-economic empowerment of refugees and host communities in

refugee hosting countries through support to the 2019-2020 Regional Refugee
Response Plan.

» Creating favorable conditions for the return of forcibly displaced persons.

* Resettlement and complimentary pathways.
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Three out of six countries hosting  South Sudanese refugees have operationalized the CRRF including: Uganda, Ethiopia and Kenya. Sudan and DRC adopted out of camp policies  consistent with the CRRF approach. 

Durable solutions are in line with the Global Compact on Refugees and warrant greater international solidarity and responsibility sharing.

The pursuit of durable solutions must create the conditions for sustainable return to SSD over the four year period under the R-ARCSS, preparing the population to reintegrate when appropriate conditions are in place. 

The key solutions stakeholders for the situation include the Government of South Sudan and parties to the R-ARCSS, host Governments of the region, as well as resettlement countries and other countries outside the region offering complementary pathways, the UN, International NGOs (INGOs), Civil Society and the donor community. 

Resettlement and complementary pathways: half of South Sudanese children do not have access to secondary education and less than 1% have access to tertiary education; labour mobility schemes and providing access to education is directly needed.
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