
STATEMENT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE SPOKESPERSON  
FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 
Unimpeded Provision and Distribution of Humanitarian Assistance in Gaza 

 
The Secretary-General demands that Hamas immediately release the UNRWA 

[United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East] 
consignment of humanitarian goods it seized last night, in the second such incident 
this week, and to refrain from interference with the provision and distribution of 
humanitarian assistance in Gaza. UNRWA has suspended the import of humanitarian 
goods into Gaza until the aid is returned and guarantees of no future such occurrences 
are provided.  

 
The Secretary-General reiterates the Security Council’s call, in its resolution 

1860, for the unimpeded provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian 
assistance, including food, fuel and medical treatment.  All parties must refrain from 
interfering with, or hampering the provision and distribution of, urgently needed 
humanitarian assistance to the civilian population in Gaza. 

 
 

New York 
6 February 2009 


